
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting of the Standards Committee held on Friday, 26 January 2018 
at 10.00 am at Conference Room A/B, Cumbria House, Botchergate, Carlisle CA1 
1RD

PRESENT:

County Councillors

Mr LN Fisher
Mr S Haraldsen
Mr C Hogg
Ms C McCarron-Holmes

Independent Members

Mr S Sim

Also in Attendance:-

Mrs P Bell - Democratic Services Assistant
Mr S Consterdine - Democratic Services Officer
Ms I Puzio - Senior Manager - Legal and Democratic Services
Mr R Worsley - Independent Person on Standards Committee

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Mr F Cassidy.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest on this occasion.

3 MINUTES

Mr Roy Worsley, Independent Person, attended the meeting which was not noted 
on the minutes. 

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2017 be 
agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4 USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

The Committee received a report from Iolanda Puzio, Monitoring Officer for Cumbria 
County Council, which presented proposals for the Standards Committee to 
consider and agree how they wished to take forward the provision of guidance for 
members of the Council on the use of social media. 
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The proposal in the report was to establish a working group to prepare guidance for 
members of the Council on the use of social media and determine its remit and 
membership.

The committee was advised that circumstances had subsequently overtaken this 
report following an issue which arose at Council whereby a member began filming 
the meeting.

Following this, a meeting was arranged with Group Leaders to consider whether an 
agreement could be reached as to expectations for the future.  It was agreed at that 
meeting that the Council should look at developing a protocol in respect of filming 
and Social Media.  The Group Leaders had asked that the matter be referred to the 
Members Development Group.

Iolanda Puzio, Monitoring Officer for Cumbria County Council, noted that the 
Standards Committee still had a role in the Social Media Protocol, however, she 
proposed that the Committee consider deferring this matter until the work to be done 
by the Member Development Group was agreed.

The Committee was advised that as a protocol would be, in essence, an agreement 
between Members, there was no strict formal governance route, therefore it was a 
matter of agreeing how the Members Development Group and the Standards 
Committee work together to produce guidance.

An enquiry was made if this matter needed to go to full Council.

It was advised that the governance route to be taken was not yet clear and would 
not become so until a plan was created with the Members Development Group.

RESOLVED, .that:-

1. the matter be deferred until the Members Development Group had had the 
opportunity to consider the issues.

2. this matter to be put on the agenda for the next Standards Committee 
meeting for the Monitoring Officer to provide an update.

5 REVIEW OF THE PROTOCOL FOR INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS

Members received a report from the Monitoring Officer which set out recommended 
changes to the procedure for Investigation of Complaints regarding breaches of the 
Member Code of Conduct, following a review by the Monitoring Officer.

RESOLVED, that the proposed revisions to the protocol for Investigation of 
Complaints regarding breaches of the Member Code of Conduct ( 
as set out in Appendix B to the report) be approved.
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6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Friday 27 April 2018 at 
10.00am, County Offices, Kendal.

The meeting ended at 10.25 am


